
MARINE LITTER:
A PROBLEM OF

GLOBAL
CONCERN

What is
marine litter?

Why is marine litter 
a problem?

Marine litter can be defined as any 
persistent manufactured or processed 
solid material that is discarded, 
disposed of or abandoned in the 
marine and coastal environment. It is 
generated due to intentional or 
accidental discharges, and can also 
enter the sea when blown by winds or 
washed out via rivers and storm drains. 
It may be visible (macrolitter), hardly 
visible or even invisible (microlitter)...

Why is marine litter 
a problem?

• It is a threat to wildlife and ecosystems: Litter items kill or cause suffering to marine 
 mammals, reptiles, fish and seabirds that are trapped in them or mistake them for food. 
• It is a threat to human health and livilehood: Litter in the sea and on beaches can cause,  
 among others, serious injuries and damages. 
• It can cause bio-accumulation of pollutants and toxins. Any toxins leaching from litter
 items may build up in an organism, or pass from one organism to another through 
 the food chain. 
• It travels long distances: Travelling with sea currents, waves, winds and runoffs, 
 it can be found in places very far from its source. Often species “hitchhike” on litter items.
• It is long lived: A single plastic bottle poses threats to sea life and people for hundreds 
 of years -the time it takes to degrade in the sea.
• It is difficult to track: It is almost impossible to follow the route and fate of a litter item: 
 where it started, what happened along the way and why it ended up where it did.
• It is out of sight, out of reach: Microlitter is invisible due to its small size. Heavy macrolitter 
 items at the bottom of the sea are out of sight. Both are almost impossible to remove.

Marine litter is found in all seas 
and coasts around the world... lying 
on shores ... floating anywhere from 
the surface to the bottom of the sea ... 
even in the most pristine environments 
far away from any human settlements.

Marine Litter has a truly global 
distribution, it is a problem with 
no borders ... 
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www.marlisco.eu

BG ДА СПРЕМ ЗАМЪРСЯВАНЕТО НА ЧЕРНО МОРЕ ЗАЕДНО • DK Sammen Stopper Vi Marint Affald • FR Stoppons Les Dechets Marins • GE Gemeinsam Gegen Meeresmüll
GR Μαζί Για Θάλασσες Χωρίς Σκουπίδια • IT Insieme Per Un Mare Senza Rifiuti • NL Samen Voor Een Zee Zonder Zwerfvuil • PT Juntos Por Um Mar Sem Lixo
RO ÎMPREUNĂ PUNEM CAPĂT DEŞEURILOR MARINE • SI Morje Se Utaplja - Ustavimo Odpadke • ES Por Un Mar limpio. ¡Actuemos Ya! • TR Çöpsüz Denizler İçin El Ele


